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FOR DECEMBER 2019…… 

Food Pantry Item:  Meals 

 

Hospitality Committee:   

Lori Amberg, Lee Holtz, 

Annie Schwoerer, Suzi Waller 

 

Sunday School Teachers:   

Preschool—Lori Amberg  

Early Elementary—Annie Schwoerer  

High School—Lee Holtz 

 

Sunday School Nursery:   

Dec. 1 - Carol Hoffman,  Dec. 8 - Abby Pyne,   

Dec. 15 - Barb Karr,  Dec. 22 - Sophie Schwoerer 

Dec. 29 - Melinda Hartter 

December Calendar 

Sunday, Dec. 1 

1st Sunday in Advent 

Hospitality Time 

Morning Worship 

Hanging of Greens, 4 pm 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 4 

Church Board, 7 pm 

 

Sunday, Dec. 8 

2nd Sunday in Advent 

Morning Worship 

AWW Sunday, CMC 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 10 

Bible Study, 7 pm 

 

Thursday, Dec. 12 

MW Christmas  

Sunday, Dec. 15 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

Morning Worship 

Children’s Program 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 

Choir, 7 pm 

 

Sunday, Dec. 22 

4th Sunday in Advent 

Evening Service, 6:30 pm  

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 

Morning Worship 

AWW—MassVR 

 

        DECEMBER 

        BIRTHDAYS 

   ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  3 Mike Pyne   

  4 Ron Schieber 

  6 Tom & Sheri Floyd(A) 

  7 Ken & Annie Schwoerer (A) 

10 Blake & Danielle Otto (A) 

13 Orrin Hartter 

13 Barb Karr 

13 Kathy Schwoerer 

13 Stephanie Staulcup 

15 Mike Hartter 

19 Emma Brandt 

21 Danielle Otto 

21 Greg & Karen Otto (A) 

22 Caleb Mohr 

22 Avery Myers 

23 Nick Moran 

27 Kathy Moran 

30 Jim & Roberta Bortell (A) 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT 

Local and World Mission 

 

Budgeted for 2019        $110,976 

Anticipated giving through October    $92,480 

Actual giving through October    $104,128 
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From Pastor Doane’s desk….                                                                                                       
 

A boy of twelve was asked by his Sunday school teacher if he’d play Joseph in the Christmas pro-

gram.  About to say no, he changed his mind when he learned two things.  First, he’d have no lines to 

memorize, just had to walk to the manger and back arm-in-arm with Mary.  Second, he saw the girl 

who’d play Mary. 

 

The night of the performance he arrived early at the church, and with time to kill, explored the altar 

area.  He found a silver dish filled with wafers.  Not realizing what he’d found, he grabbed a handful 

and munched as he continued to explore the cathedral. 

 

Suddenly, he noticed the priest striding straight toward him.  He stopped and shouted, “What are you 

doing?”  The boy; “I’m Joseph in the Nativity.”  The priest; “What is that in your hand?”  Then he gave 

the boy a severe tongue-lashing.  One oft-repeated word was “sacrilege”.  The boy didn’t know what it 

meant, but was pretty sure it was all over for him. 

 

So, what is sacrilege?  It’s a “gross irreverence toward a sacred person, place, or thing” that’s devoted 

for God’s purposes and not for “common” uses.  Like snacking on the communion wafers. 

 

G. Campbell Morgan said it’s more than that.  In its worst form sacrilege is giving a “sacrifice” to God 

that means nothing to you and so is no sacrifice at all.  It’s giving your “leftovers” instead of your best. 

 

Viewed that way we may all commit some sacrilege pretty much daily.  I need to ask about the quali-

ty I give to God when it comes to my time, energies, mind and treasure.  Does he get my best, or my 

scraps? 

 

This month brings some great examples to inspire us to rise higher in the quality of what we devote 

to God.  There is His own example; giving His beloved Son to save us from our sins.  We could say 

that when God made the Sacred One common, he made the common ones sacred. 

 

There is also the example of the wisemen; “They bowed down and worshiped him.  Then they opened 

their treasures and presented him with gifts…” (Matthew 2:11).  You are a treasure chest, full of won-

derful and sacred gifts to offer Christ.  Present them daily as your worship to him. 

 

Doane Brubaker 

Choir News….   
    This morning “We Bring Thanksgiving” music by Pepper Choplin, incorporating ‘Nun Danket Alle Gott 

by Johann Cruger, and Simple gifts, American Shaker melody. 

     Next week, the first Sunday in Advent, we will sing a familiar song for us, “Waiting, Wandering, Won-

dering” by Ruth Elaine Schram.  

    We finish this calendar year with  “Christmastime” words and music by Michael W. Smith and Joanna 

Carlson.  Arranged by Lloyd Larson.  We are excited to welcome the children’s choir to sing with us at the 

evening Christmas service on December 22nd. 

    Rehearsals for December will be on the 18th for the adult choir and 5:50 pm on the 22nd for both the 

adult and children’s choir.  

    Have a wonderful advent and Christmas with lots of love and blessings as we once again celebrate the 

coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Son of God.    



PAGE 3 VOLUME 14, ISSUE 12 

“Get to Know Your Church Family!”   
 
Get to know Blake Otto…...Blake is the Government Affairs Manager at State Farm. His team works 

to monitor and advance legislation important to the company/customers and provides related education 

and engagement opportunities for agents and employees. They work with both state and federal legisla-

tors.     

 

 We asked Blake…... 

  

Do you have any hobbies?    

I enjoy spending time outside playing with the kids or working around our house.  Fishing.  Reading 

American history.  I also collect antique tools and political paraphernalia here and there.  

 

What is your favorite scripture verse (or one of…)?   I have a couple of favorites...  

Psalm 46:10 – Powerful. Says it all.   

Psalm 91 (full chapter, but same reason).  

John 1: 9-13 - Gives us perspective as Christians living in this day and age.   

 

What has been the greatest influence in your life (person or thing)?   

The Lord – My Wife – My Parents.  

 

What is something we may not know about you that is unique?  

I really enjoy Indy Car racing.  I have had season tickets to the Indy 500 for twenty years.      

 

If you could talk to someone in Heaven other than Jesus, who would it be and why? 

My Grandpa Kinzinger... a man of great faith.  I have wonderful memories of him as a kid and young 

teenager, but he is the only one of my grandparents that I did not get to know as an adult. I know he 

would offer some great wisdom about life and following Christ.  

 

What are your "gifts" from God and how do you share them?   

This is a hard one… but maybe “empathy.”  I recognize how blessed we are to be a part of God’s family 

and how much responsibility comes with that.  The Lord has allowed me to experience both the highs 

and lows of this journey following Him. From that perspective, I feel He has provided me with an under-

standing/sense that allows me to relate to others and a willingness to help when needed.  I think it also 

gives me self awareness and recognition of when I need help, which is often!   

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board News….  

     

*Painting outside of the church is complete 

*Security system to be installed soon 

*Annual meeting will be Jan. 26, 2020 

*CMC will support the Carlock Christmas Event 

lighting of the Christmas Tree 

*Farm Committee will be sponsoring several  Car-

lock families at Christmas as well as donating to 

Abundant Life for their kitchen renovation 

For a smile….  
 
Will: Where do snowmen keep their money? 

Bill: Beats me 

Will: In a snow bank 

 

Chris: What do snowmen like to do on the 

weekend? 

Chrissy: What? 

Chris: Chill out  



Carlock Mennonite Church 

Carlock Mennonite Church 
217 East Wahsington St. 
Carlock, IL  61725 
(309) 376-2781 
doane@carlockmennonitechurch.org 
www.carlockmennonitechurch.org 
Carlock Mennonite Church on Facebook 
 
Doane Brubaker - Pastor  
Steve Schwoerer -Board Chair  
Suzi Waller -Treasurer  
Karen Arnold - Musician and Choir Director 
Sharon Brubaker - Musician 
Emma Brandt - Musician 
Annie Schwoerer - Sunday School Supt   
Joe & Emma Brandt - AWW Youth Leaders 
Kathy Schwoerer - Music Coordinator, 
                         Bulletin /Messenger co-editor   

Serving Christ and Community 

Celebrating the Ministry of ALL Christians 

Christmas 
 
Always there is the temptation to make our  

Christmas worship and observance a withdrawal from the 

stress and sorrow of life into a realm of unreal beauty.  It 

was into this real world that Christ came; into a town where 

there was no room for Him in the inn, and into a country 

where Herod, the murderer of innocents, was King.  God in 

Christ comes, not to shield us from the harshness of the 

world, but to give us strength to bear it; not to snatch us 

away by some miracle from the conflicts of life, but to give us 

peace — His peace —  in our hearts, by which we may find some inner calm, and 

be able to bring to a torn world, the healing that is peace. 

 

            William Temple, 20th Century 


