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FOR APRIL 2020…… 

Food Pantry Item:  Fruit 

 

Hospitality Committee:  Melinda Hartter,  

Barb Karr, Annie Schwoerer, Carrie Schwoerer 

 

            APRIL 

      BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

    

   1      Maggie Schwoerer 

   3      Bob Copeland 

   7      Bob & Suzi Waller (A) 

   9      Joseph Brandt 

 13      Jacob & Carrie Schwoerer (A) 

 18      Scott Harter 

 19      Doug & Susan Sifford (A) 

 21      Emmerson Otto 

 22      Jim Bortell 

 24      Joe Mohr 

 26      Roberta Bortell 

Communicating with our Church Family! 

 

We have gleaned email addresses and phone numbers from our 

church directory to use for sending emails and texting in an effort to 

connect with our church family.  If you would like your email/phone 

number removed from the list, please do not hesitate to let Kathy 

know at bejoyful73@gmail.com or (309) 533-3545. 

 

Pastor Doane can be reached anytime at his cell phone(309) 251-6734. 

Mennonite Relief Sale 
 

Cheese and Bologna for SALE! 
 

The following items were purchased for the Relief Sale and were not re-

turnable.  Help us recoup our cost by purchasing and/or passing on the in-

formation to friends.  Questions?  Contact Bob or Suzi Waller. 

 

All items are in the church refrigerator.  A check can be made out to Men-

nonite Relief Sale and left in the envelope on the front of the refrigerator.   

Jerry Orndorff will open the church for you if you call him at 838-0837.    

Each item, (log or box), is $35.00.  Everything is being sold at a discount - 

approximately ½ price of that sold over the counter at Dutch Valley Meats. 

The items are not sliced.  We have…..  

 

 6 “logs” of Lebanon Bologna (avg between 6-6 1/2 lbs ea) 

 5 boxes of Dill Havarti cheese  (slightly over 8 lb rectangle per box) 

 3 boxes of Havarti Cheese  (slightly over 8 lb rectangle per box) 

Board News….  

*Bell tower ladder and cradle repaired.  Floor repair 

is next. 

*Overhang for south entrance is out for bid 

*Church board has reorganized.  2020 clerk is Kayla 

Myers, treasurer is Suzi Waller, board chairman is 

Steve Schwoerer 

Stewardship Snapshot…. 

                   Local and World Mission 

Budgeted for 2020       $112.698 

Anticipated giving through February  $18,783 

Actual giving through February   $19,417 
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From Pastor Doane’s desk….                                                                                                       
 

I am longing to see you so that… we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.  

(Romans 1:11a, 12, NRSV) 

 

On each door into our church building is a sign, just in case someone comes by. They include 3 verses: 

Serve one another… (Galatians 5:13) 

Encourage one another… (1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

Pray for each other… (James 5:16) 

 

The point: When the church is not gathered, church is still going on. 

 

I was encouraged and challenged by another pastor. He noted that opinions about what and how this viral crisis 

should be handled run a pretty broad range. They include; “Don’t give in to fear – have faith and keep doing 

what we always do.” At the other end; “Close down all avenues of personal contact.” Churches were recently 

faced with the dilemma of offending one side or the other by the decisions we make about this. Now those deci-

sions are out of our hands for a while. 

 

This is not a new dilemma. Martin Luther faced it when the Bubonic plague struck 500 years ago. The plague 

struck Wittenberg, Germany in August, 1527. In fear for their safety, Martin Luther, his wife Katharina and 

others were urged to flee the city. Many did. But the Luther’s and some others stayed to aid the sick and dying. 

 

When the plague hit Breslau, ministers there wrote to Luther for advice on the question of whether it was proper 

for a Christian to flee from such a deadly peril. They had heard how a leader in Leipzig had mocked the way 

Christians of Wittenberg had run away from the plague. 

 

In response, Luther wrote a long letter. It was reprinted several times as a pamphlet titled; Whether One May 

Flee from a Deadly Plague. It contains a masterful blend of good sense and faith. 

 

Luther urged all in roles of responsibility, including ministers, to stay despite danger of death because they are 

needed to care for the sick. Though he and Katharina ran a small “hospital” in their home, he advised them to 

open hospitals instead of using private homes.  

 

On the other hand, he warned against the over-bold who scorn ordinary precautions, thus tempting God, who has 

created medicine and given us the intelligence to care for our bodily health. He exhorted, furthermore such reck-

lessness endangers others. Use medicine, take what helps you, fumigate house, yard, and streets, avoid unneces-

sary contact with the sick and their houses. 

 

It seems Luther’s counsel can be summed up; Keep your faith deeply rooted in the almighty and eternal Lord 

Most High, while you sensibly use every weapon in the arsenal to serve and protect. 

 

I’m glad we can keep on being the church; praying… encouraging… serving. And praising our Lord right where 

we are. 

 

May the Lord himself smile on you and your loved ones with protection and provision. 

Doane 

Giving Opportunity!! 
Because of the recent cancellations of services and activities at Carlock Mennonite, we have an opportunity to con-

tinue our support to the church by sending in offerings via Post Office mail.  Church/Activities may be cancelled, 

but bills still need to be paid. If you feel so led to help in any way that you can, please send your check to: 

 
  Carlock Mennonite Church  OR  Susan Waller 

  PO Box 189      2318 Brown Rd 

  Carlock,  61725      Carlock,   61725 
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  Health and Wellness          from Jill Mohr 

          

Nancy Keith had offered a Wellness article for the Carlock Mennonite Church Messenger on a regular basis.  For 

many months, it has been heavy on my heart to add a Wellness segment or devotion to the Messenger again.  With 

the “Stay at Home” order and cancellations of many events, I realized that now is a great time to move forward on 

this wellness branch of the Messenger. 

 

Our country’s response to COVID-19 has certainly made things evident that our health is a priority.  I have been 

reflecting on all of the ways I can improve my health.  I realize I have been eating out a lot, many times rushing 

through a sandwich or a quick bag of chips.  I haven’t made time for significant exercise this winter.  I am now 

finding more time for prayer and meditation.   That is something I want to make a stable habit.  Priority- Some-

thing important.  Something we need to have at the forefront of our thoughts and actions.  God has always told us 

that our health is a priority.  We are told to take care of our physical bodies because the Holy Spirit lives in us.  To 

be healthy and practice good health is really a way to be a good witness for God. 

 

The CDC has recommended some physical ways to stay healthy: 

Wash your hands regularly (20 seconds) 

Eat nutritious meals 

Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces 

Avoid touching your face, eyes, mouth 

Stay at least 6 feet distance from another person 

While we are practicing social distance from each other, we might not feel socially and/or mentally healthy.  A list 

of ideas to help us stay connected and keep our minds “Well”: 

Write cards to friends 

Send Email/Notes/FaceTime (Kids can help with this one) 

Call Friends and Family 

Try out a new recipe 

Work on hobbies 

Play games/puzzles 

Memorize a new Bible verse 

Take a News Break 

I leave you with a verse from the New Living Translation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And a recipe for you to try with your kids… from Kids in the Kitchen 

“Dear friend, I hope all is well with you and that you are as healthy in body  

as you are Strong in Spirit.”   3John 1:2 

Banana and Peanut Butter Smoothie 
2 large, ripe bananas 

10 ice cubes 

1 T. sugar or to taste (I don’t even use any) 

½ c. milk or yogurt 

½ c. peanut butter  

Cut the bananas into chunks.  Put them into a blender with the remaining ingredients.    

Work to a puree’.  Thin with a little more milk or water if too thick.  Serve. 

Sources: Taste of Home Light & Tasty 2001, cdc.gov, Elsa Petersen-Schepelern 2002 



Carlock Mennonite Church 

Carlock Mennonite Church 
217 East Wahsington St. 
Carlock, IL  61725 
(309) 376-2781 
doane@carlockmennonitechurch.org 
www.carlockmennonitechurch.org 
Carlock Mennonite Church on Facebook 
 
Doane Brubaker - Pastor  
Steve Schwoerer -Board Chair  
Suzi Waller -Treasurer  
Karen Arnold - Musician and Choir Director 
Sharon Brubaker - Musician 
Emma Brandt - Musician 
Annie Schwoerer - Sunday School Supt   
Joe & Emma Brandt - AWW Youth Leaders 
Kathy Schwoerer - Music Coordinator, 
                         Bulletin /Messenger co-editor   

Serving Christ and Community 

Celebrating the Ministry of ALL Christians 

“Get to Know Your Church Family!”   
 

Get to know Steve Schwoerer.…...We asked, “What is/was your occupation?” 

   For over 50 years, I was a dairy farmer.  We milked between 30-40 cows.  We sold the cows in 2018,  

so now I am just a farmer. 

 

Do you have any hobbies?    

   Playing with our Grandchildren – God has blessed us with 15. 

What is your favorite scripture verse (or one of…)?      
   James 1:19  “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”  Many argu-

ments are caused because everyone was talking and no one was listening. 

 

What has been the greatest influence in your life (person or thing)?   

   Kathy is the best thing that could ever happen.  My parents taught us the value of working for what we 

want.  A classmate, Richard Broadfield, helped me understand God.  He had both cerebral palsy and asth-

ma, still he loved Jesus and praised Him daily. 

What is something we may not know about you that is unique?     .   

   I attended ISU without any tuition because I received a “Talent Grant”.  My talent was judging dairy 

cows.  I placed 5th in the intercollegiate judging contest at the World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin 

and then 1st at the Dairy Cattle Congress in Waterloo, Iowa. 

 

If you could talk to someone in Heaven other than Jesus, who would it be and why?      

   I would like to say hello and thank you to Richard and then talk to my Grandpa Hilton about what it 

was like to milk 100 cows through the depression.  I know they were milked by hand as electricity came to 

the farm after the depression. 

What are your "gifts" from God and how do you share them?   
   I like to think that I have some gift as a “peace maker”.  I hope I can follow James 1:19 and be quick to 

listen and slow to speak and slow to become angry. 


