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FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
  2 Nathan Moran   

10 Kenzie Schwoerer 
15 Duane Amberg 

16 Eli Schwoerer 

19 Doug Sifford 

27 Suzi Waller 

Communicating with our Church 

Family! 
If you have a need/concern,  Pastor Doane 

can be reached anytime at his cell phone 

(309) 251-6734. 

 

If you have a Joy/Concern you would like 

shared in our weekly communication, please 

let Kathy know at bejoyful73@gmail.com or 

(309) 319-5771. 

Offering…... 

If you are unable to attend Sunday 

services and would like to give to-

ward CMC ministry, offering may 

still be sent to the church PO Box 

189 or to Susan Waller, 2318 Brown 

Rd, Carlock.  

                         For February 2021…… 

 
Hospitality Committee  Food Pantry Item    

Brenda Dozier   Rice 

Karen Otto    

Jan Reimer 

Kathy Schwoerer   Sunday School Nursery  
     Feb. 7 - Carol Hoffman  
Sunday School Teachers  Feb. 14 - Abby Pyne 
Preschool– Kayla Myers  Feb. 21 - Barb Karr    

Elementary– Kathy Schwoerer Feb. 28 - Sophie Schwoerer 

       

 

FEBRUARY 

CALENDAR 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 3 

Church Board, 7 pm 

 

Sunday, Feb. 7 

Hospitality Time 

Morning Worship 

 

Thursday, Feb. 11 

MW,  6:30 pm 

 

Sunday, Feb. 14 

Morning Worship 

Movie Night, 5:30 

 

Sunday, Feb. 21 

Morning Worship 

 

Sunday, Feb. 28 

Morning Worship 

Movie Night, 5:30 
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From Pastor Doane’s desk….                                                                                                   

 

Diplomats of the greatest government 

 

Ever thought it may be interesting to be an ambassador in a foreign country.  It would surely be chal-

lenging to represent U.S. interests and policies to those governments.  Ambassadors to Britain are 

usually regarded the most prestigious.  Some say the ambassadorship to Rome is the cushiest.  

 

There are a few ways you can land such an appointment. Get a job in the State Department and accept 

every promotion.  Get elected to some office and rise through the political ranks.  Or you might get a 

coveted appointment if you have a lot of business experience and make a big donation to a president’s 

campaign.   

 

Two professors studied this appointment practice and found the costliest ambassadorship in 2013 was 

to Luxemborg, won with a donation of $3.1 million.  France and Monaco were about the same. If you 

can’t afford that, you might set your sights on Portugal, the least expensive, which only required a lit-

tle over $600,000. 

 

Well, we need to set our sights on a higher ambassadorship. And it is this. 

 

Having been reconciled with God through faith in Christ Jesus; 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when 

we plead; “Be reconciled to God.”  (2 Corinthians 5:20, NIV/NLT) 

 

God has offered the most generous terms of peace.   

God made the only one who did not know sin to become sin for us, so that we [who did not know right-

eousness] might become the righteousness of God through our union with him.  (2 Corinthians 5:21, the 

Passion Translation) 

 

An ambassador of Jesus, you represent the interests of the eternal Kingdom to people all around, liv-

ing in the kingdom of this world.  You cannot buy this post with a donation, or experience, or clout.  It 

is bought for you by Christ Jesus.  “You were bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20).  That price is 

“the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:19). 

 

Since God has “reconciled us to himself through Christ” he gives us this “ministry of reconciliation” and 

commits “to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). 

 

You already have a great ambassadorship – an appointment to a post – from which you represent the 

King of kings.  So, don’t ever be ashamed to speak for Christ Jesus as you invite others to find peace 

with God. 

 

Pastor Doane 

For a smile…. 
   Adam Strays— 

When Adam stayed out very late for a few nights, Eve became upset. "You're running around with other 

women," she told her mate. 

"Eve, honey, you're being unreasonable," Adam responded. "You know you're the only woman on earth." 

The quarrel continued until Adam fell asleep, only to be awakened by a strange pain in the chest. It was his 

darling Eve poking him rather vigorously about the torso. 

"What do you think you're doing?" Adam demanded. 

"Counting your ribs," said Eve.  
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Health and Wellness…. 

 

February- Heart Month.  I have worked my career in Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation.  Every Feb-

ruary we concentrate on Heart Health and Education.  We would try to find different ways to talk 

about tips and tricks to take care of your heart through posters, newsletters, recipes, information 

tables, games, and trivia quizzes.  Other than occasional new research, the information would be 

the same.  Eat right, Exercise, Get enough sleep. 

 

The American Heart Association has this video linked here for 2020 Heart Month. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTd9ZOpHQ9A 

 

Exercise Regularly- Get out and move or Stay in and move.  Dance, walk, stationary bike, walk 

in the basement of the church!  Try to get moving and stay moving. It won’t be long and spring 

weather will be here and we can get outside. 

 

Eat right- Pack your breakfast with protein, egg whites, greek yogurt.  Try to decrease sugar and 

high fructose corn syrup.  Consider trying meatless meals once a week. 

 

Maintain a regular sleep schedule- Avoiding caffeine later in the day, turning off electronics, be 

aware of sleep apnea signs and symptoms. 

 

I DO think these physical things that we do for our body and our heart are important, the  internal 

condition of our hearts is also important along this walk.  As we make choices to physically take 

care of our heart, by exercising, eating right, getting enough sleep, consider making choices to psy-

chologically, emotionally taking care of your heart. 

 

Psalm 51:10  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 

This may be the more difficult task.  It is much easier said, than done. Truly looking at things that 

bother you.   Honestly evaluating your reactions to stress, such as anger, cynicism, anxiety, poor 

behavior choices, etc.  Then making a commitment to identify that and change behavior or reac-

tions.  We CAN train our brain and reshape the neurons to change behavior, thoughts, habits.  It 

just takes time, diligence, perseverance, and prayer!   

 

How to Shift your Mindset and Embrace Change 

Keep a journal of events and your reactions. Some you might want to change. 

Meditation in a quiet space to create a quiet space in your brain 

Record 3 positive things each day- Make an effort to recognize positive effects 

Focus on your long-term vision for your heart (both inside and out) 

 

My Prayer this month 

 O God, Thank you for the gifts you have given me, especially a desire to be more like you.  Guide 

me as I deal with learning my heart, changing negative reactions and shaping my heart the way 

you would lead me to be. 

More smiles…. 

Why do oars fall in love?          (Because they’re ‘row’mantic!) 

 

What do pigs give on February 14th?         (Valen-swines) 



Carlock Mennonite Church 

Carlock Mennonite Church 
217 East Wahsington St. 
Carlock, IL  61725 
(309) 376-2781 
doane@carlockmennonitechurch.org 
www.carlockmennonitechurch.org 
Carlock Mennonite Church on Facebook 
 
Doane Brubaker - Pastor  
Steve Schwoerer -Board Chair  
Suzi Waller -Treasurer  
Sharon Brubaker - Musician 
Emma Brandt - Musician 
Annie Schwoerer - Sunday School Supt   
Kathy Schwoerer - Music Coordinator, 
                         Bulletin /Messenger co-editor   
  

Serving Christ and Community 

Celebrating the Ministry of ALL Christians 


