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FOR FEBRUARY 2020…… 

Food Pantry Item:  Rice 

 

Hospitality Committee:  Brenda Dozier,  

Melinda Hartter, Lee Holtz, Jan Reimer 

 

Sunday School Teachers:   

Preschool—Kayla Myers  

Early Elementary—Kathy Schwoerer  

High School—Lee Holtz 

 

Sunday School Nursery:   

Feb. 2 - Carol Hoffman,  Feb. 9 - Abby Pyne,   

Feb. 16 - Barb Karr,  Feb. 23 - Sophie Schwoerer 

February Calendar 

Sunday, Feb 2 

Morning Worship 

Hospitality Time 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 5 

Board Meeting, 7:00 

 

Sunday, Feb. 9 

Morning Worship 

  

Tuesday, Feb. 11 

Distress Supper, 6:30 

First Menn of Morton 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 12 

Choir, 7:00 

Thursday, Feb. 13 

MW, 6:30 

 

Saturday, Feb. 15 

IMC  Business Mtg 

 

Sunday, Feb. 16 

Morning Worship 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 19 

Choir, 7:00 

 

Sunday, Feb. 23 

Morning Worship 

AWW at North Danvers 

 

     FEBRUARY 

    BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

    2 Nathan Moran   

  10 Kenzie Schwoerer 

  15 Duane Amberg 

  16 Eli Schwoerer 

  19 Doug Sifford 

  27 Suzi Waller 

Board News….  

*Bell tower clean-up & parsonage work is complete.  

*CMC participated in the Carlock Christmas Tree Lighting. 

*Farm committee was renamed Community Outreach Committee.  The committee arranged for CMC 

to support 4 area families during Christmas, donate toward Abundant Life kitchen project, and  

donate funds to Robert & Ashley Rosa for schooling.  

 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT 

Local and World Mission 

 

Budgeted for 2019        $110,976 

Anticipated giving through December  $110,976 

Actual giving through December    $120,798 
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From Pastor Doane’s desk….                                                                                                       

 

We call it Leap Year.  Like others, I wonder – if someone decided we need a bonus day once 

every four years – why in the world is it in February?  I’d be happy with an extra day in 

May or September.  But February?! 

 

Well, obviously this wasn’t some random act of congress.  It has to do with keeping our calen-

dar aligned with the earth’s revolutions around the sun.  To circle the sun once, it takes 365 

days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 45 seconds.  I’m not sure how you put a stop-watch on that.  

More amazing; someone figured this out more than 2,000 years ago.   

 

So, they say without a leap day every four years, over a 100 year period our calendars would 

be off by 24 days in relation to vital seasonal markers like the vernal equinox and winter sol-

stice.  Think for a minute how many things would be messed up after a couple of centuries. 

 

We say, “Our days are numbered.”  Look at any calendar.  Every day has a number.  And, we 

count down the days – to Christmas, to a birthday, a graduation, a wedding, to many events 

we anticipate. 

 

The Bible also says our days are numbered, and urges us to count them well.  Teach us to 

number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom (Psalm 90:12, NIV).  One way to un-

derstand that is as it’s expressed in the New Living Translation; Teach us to realize the brevi-

ty of life,  so that we may grow in wisdom.  And that fits well the whole message of Psalm 90. 

 

This Psalm is a prayer by Moses, and in it he teaches God’s people some important matters.   

 Give glory to God for his eternal nature which is unaffected by the passing of time. 

 Take comfort in his immortality when troubles arise due to our mortality. 

 Regard the infinite difference between God and mankind. In 1,000 years cultures rise and 

disappear, countless people pass through the world. Yet to the Eternal Mind it’s as if it all 

happened today. 

 And – as you saw in verse 12 – pray that given the limited number of our days we will put 

them to the best use and live them wisely. 

 

This month, we get a bonus day.  When you think about it, isn’t that what every day is – a 

bonus?  No doubt there are those days you share Job’s lament; “My days are swifter than a 

runner; they fly away without a glimpse of joy.” (Job 9:25, NIV) 

 

Yet, I pray you will also share Job’s optimism; “My days have passed, my plans are shattered.  

Yet the desires of my heart turn night into day; in the face of the darkness light is near.” (Job 

17:11-12, NIV) 

 

And that you will have the assurance of David; “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life.” (Psalm 23:6a, NKJV) 

 

Blessings to you – every day, 

Pastor Doane 
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Choir News….     

Colossians 3:16-17  “Christ’s message in all it’s richness must live in our hearts.  Teach and in-

struct one another with all wisdom.  Sing Psalms and Sacred songs:  Sing to God with Thanksgiv-

ing in your heart!” 

 

After this morning’s anthem, we will be starting to work on our Spring Cantata - "Foot Prints in 

the Sand” by Joseph M. Martin.  In February we will meet on the 12th and 19th to prepare for the 

theme song of the Cantata - "Footprints in the Sand”.  Now would be a good time to join us, as we 

start preparing for the spring months!         IHS, Karen 

“Get to Know Your Church Family!”   
 
Get to know Bob Waller, Sr.…...  Bob was a farmer and also had some part time jobs.  While farming 

he was a welder.  He sold Real Estate, also security and appraised real estate.  

 

 We asked Bob…... 

  

Do you have any hobbies?    

     Over the years I collected items of interest.  As a child I collected rocks; as a teen, I collected Steel 

War pennies and other coins and paper money that was unusual; then I collected farm toys and guns; 

now I like puzzles and fishing. 

 

What is your favorite scripture verse (or one of…)?      

     John 3:16, the King James Version.   In Bible School at East White Oak Union Church, we were as-

signed a verse to memorize to recite before the church and our parents at the end of Bible School.  I have 

never forgotten those words all my life.   

 

What has been the greatest influence in your life (person or thing)?   

     My wife, Linda, and my parents Samuel & Teresa Waller.  They taught me love, humility, truthful-

ness & patience (which I am still working on). 

 

What is something we may not know about you that is unique?     .   

     I was in the Army National Guard for 6 years.  I became a sergeant and had a squad of 5 men who I 

taught to be proficient with an 81 mm Mortar. 

 

If you could talk to someone in Heaven other than Jesus, who would it be and why?      

     My wife, Linda, and my parents so they could tell me about the beauty that God created in Heaven.  

John the Baptist – about his training before he started preaching about the coming Messiah – and how 

he felt when Jesus asked him to baptize him. 

 

What are your "gifts" from God and how do you share them?   

     I think I am a good listener to anyone who wants to tell their joys or concerns. 

 



Carlock Mennonite Church 

Carlock Mennonite Church 
217 East Wahsington St. 
Carlock, IL  61725 
(309) 376-2781 
doane@carlockmennonitechurch.org 
www.carlockmennonitechurch.org 
Carlock Mennonite Church on Facebook 
 
Doane Brubaker - Pastor  
Steve Schwoerer -Board Chair  
Suzi Waller -Treasurer  
Karen Arnold - Musician and Choir Director 
Sharon Brubaker - Musician 
Emma Brandt - Musician 
Annie Schwoerer - Sunday School Supt   
Joe & Emma Brandt - AWW Youth Leaders 
Kathy Schwoerer - Music Coordinator, 
                         Bulletin /Messenger co-editor   

Serving Christ and Community 

Celebrating the Ministry of ALL Christians 

For a smile… 
 
Q: What do you call a very small valentine? 
A: A valen-tiny! 

Q: What did the boy bear say to the girl bear on Valentine’s Day? 
A: I love you beary much!  
 
Q: What do you call two birds in love? 
A: Tweethearts. 
 
Q: What did the chef give to his wife on Valentine’s Day? 
A: A hug and a quiche. 
 
Q: What did one light bulb say to the other? 
A: I love you a whole watt. 


